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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 9079 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT PINS MILI VS 

SUBJECT: DAILY MR 3 SITREP-23 MAY 73 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SAIGON FROM BIEN HOA MAY 23 
REPEATED TO YOU 

QUOTE BIEN HOA 0140 

1. COMMUNIST ACTIVITY IN MR 3 REMAINED AT LOW LEVEL DURING 24- HOUR 
PERIOD ENDING 0800 HOURS MAY 23. THERE WERE 12 COMMUNIST- INITIATED 
INCIDENTS REPORTED: THREE ATTACKS BY FIRE ( ABF), EIGHT GROUND 
CONTACTS, AND ONE MINING. TOTAL CASUALTIES WERE ONE RVNAF KILLED 
AND FOUR WOUNDED, AND 13 NVA/ VC KILLED. TON LE CHAM RANGER BASE 
CAMP RECEIVED 50 ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR AND ROCKET FIRE; NO 
CASUALTIES OR DAMAGE WERE REPORTED. 

2. MOST SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT WAS AN RF PATROL CONTACT WITH AN 
UNKNOWN SIZE COMMUNIST FORCE SEVEN KM NORTH OF BEN LUC DISTRICT 
TOWN, LONG AN PROVINCE. ONE RF WAS KILLED. AND ONE WOUNDED; 
AMONG 12 COMMUNISTS KIA WERE A DEPUTY BATTALION COMMANDER AND A 
COMPANY COMMANDER OF SR-6. 
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3. MINOR INCIDENTS WERE REPORTED IN BIEN HOA, BINH DUONG, TAY 
NINH, HAU NGHIA AND PHUOC LONG PROVINCES. 

4. CANDEL TOLD CONGEN THIS MORNING THAT ICCS CHOPPERS TOOK OFF 
FROM REGION V JMC PAD FOR LOC NINH TODAY AT 1015 TO BEGIN INVESTI- 
GATION OF ALLEGED US BOMBING OF NORTHERN LOC NINH DISTRICT, BINH 
LONG ( SEE OUR 138). CHOPPERS CONTAINED PRG LIEUTENANT COLONEL, 
MAIOR, AND CAPTAIN FROM TPJMC IN SAIGON; THREE RVNAF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES FROM TPJMC V, OF RANK DELIBERATELY EQUIVALENT TO THE OF PRG; 
THREE REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL FOUR ICCS V CHIP DELEGATIONS; AND THREE 
CANADIAN JOURNALISTS. DEPARTURE OF SHOPPERS FROM SAIGON WAS 
DELAYED 

BY LATE ARRIVAL OF PRG LIAISON OFFICERS . IN BIEN HOA, ORIGINALLY 
MANIFESTED POLISH INTERPRETER, WHO HAS NEVER BEFORE FLOWN IN A 
HELICOPTER, REFUSED TO GO; HE WAS REPLACED AND BANISHED TO BEN CAT 
TEAM. 

5. CANDEL SAID INVESTIGATION WAS OPEN- ENDED, AND HE WAS NOT SURE 
WHEN INVESTIGATORS WOULD RETURN TO BIEN HOA. HE THOUGHT THAT PRG, 
WHO HAD REQUESTED INVESTIGATION AND GIVEN WRITTEN SECURITY 
GUARANTEES, WOULD PROBABLY BE ON BEST BEHAVIOR. 

6. MR 3 CG LTG NGUYEN VAN MINH YESTERDAY. FOLLOWING COURTESY CALL 
OF INDODEL HEAD GENERAL DHARSONO, TOLD CONGEN THAT HE WAS VERY 
PLEASED WITH THE DHARSONO VISIT. ACCORDING TO MINH. DHARSONO HAD 
INDICATED THAT INDONESIA IS COMMITTED TO THE GVN CAUSE AND THAT 
THE INDONESIANS, THOUGH GROWING IMPATIENT WITH POLGARIAN TACTICS, 
WHICH HE REPORTEDLY DESCRIBED AS WRECKING THE PEACE," WOULD 
CONTINUE TO WORK WITHIN THE ICCS FRAMEWORK. SIGNED WALKINSHAW 
UNQUOTE 

WHITEHOUSE 
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